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As offshore wind advances in Atlantic Canada, a key challenge is building mitigation
frameworks that support long-term coexistence with commercial and recreational fisheries.
Drawing on recent U.S. offshore wind projects with defined fisheries mitigation
agreements—including Vineyard Wind, Revolution Wind, and New England Wind—this
presentation identifies transferable lessons and practical considerations for regulators,
developers, and fishing interests working toward durable coexistence.

A central lesson from the U.S. experience is the need for agreed-upon, defensible data
sources to characterize fishing activity and revenue exposure within each licence area. It is
equally important to understand data limitations and adjust methods where needed (e.g., in
the U.S., supplemental analysis and upward adjustments were required for species not fully
captured in federal datasets).

U.S. experience also highlights the importance of clear mitigation guidance. In the absence
of such guidance, early projects developed project-specific mitigation packages, leading to
variable approaches. Mitigation guidance should consider how construction, operations, and
decommissioning (both in a licence area and an export cable corridor) may affect fishing.
During operations, U.S. guidance has supported an initial adjustment period, beginning with
full revenue exposure and tapering over several years. U.S. agreements have also often
paired funds for individual claims with community-administered funds that provide broader
support to the fishing industry.

Beyond commercial fisheries, emerging practice highlights the importance of incorporating
for-hire and recreational fisheries into mitigation frameworks, including methods to
characterize recreational fishing effort where data are limited. Consideration of economic
multipliers for shoreside processors and other affected businesses broadens the impact
assessment. Finally, claims administration in the U.S. is evolving toward funds overseen by
a multi-state, centralized administrator, with fund design informed by industry
representatives.
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Together, these lessons provide a transferable framework for Atlantic Canada to proactively
design mitigation strategies that are clear, transparent, and predictable.
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