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Environmental data sharing is important to inform long-term understanding of offshore
energy  development  effects,  mitigation  efficacy,  and  adaptive  management.  Data  from
offshore industry can also inform scientific research and wildlife management. Although it
sounds simple, data sharing has been a significant challenge at scale. A collaborative project
in the US to develop three pilot data sharing action plans was undertaken to apply lessons
learned from industries and research and engage developers, scientists, and regulators to
identify data being generated, understand challenges of sharing data, determine value of
data,  and  prepare  action  plans  to  implement  standardization  and  sharing.  This  effort
focused on three data streams: protected species observer, oceanographic, and benthic
visual imagery data. Developing data schema and standards, supporting repositories and
platforms, and determining protocols for staged public release of sensitive data were all
important  steps.  In  addition  to  developing  action  plans,  lessons  learned  included  the
following:

The format of an expert workshop was very useful in developing pilot data sharing
approaches,
The process for evaluating data streams and the challenges and methods for making
data publicly available is similar among data types.
It takes time and collective work to build an infrastructure for data sharing
There are opportunities for developers to realize significant cost savings in collective
data management and sharing for compliance and research.
Pilot data sharing action plans are a viable starting point and can be scalable; but
likely require regulator engagement for long-term viability and consistency.
There are opportunities to address the challenges of data sharing, though funding is a
significant hurdle to long-term solutions.


